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Source: Denise Schumann, 2001, Girls of Grit metal book: Mary Glynne 1928 

1. NAME -  DOB – DOD: Dr Mary Dilys GLYNNE,OBE, Bangor England 1895 – 1991  

 Occupation: Mycologist (study of fungi), plant pathology,   

 Seat and table location / history feature location: in the - Garden of Discovery,  

Girls with Grit WOMEN SCIENCTIST at the WAITE INSTITUE 1925 – 1945 Garden 

of Discovery metal book.   

 Nearby tree / plant species: a collection of grasses, flowers and ground cover 
species.   

 

     
Photos: Terry Langham 
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Photo: Terry Langham  Front cover of the  Denise Schumann, 2001, Girls of Grit WOMEN SCIENTIST of the 

WAITE INSTITUTE 1925 – 1945 metal book on the  table with seats in the Garden of Discovery  

 
2. QUALIFICATIONS: 

 Bachelor of Science Degree University of Wales, Bangor 1917 

 Master of Science Degree for her work on wart disease in potatoes in 1922. 

 Doctor of Science by the University of Wales, 1943 

 
3. AREA OF RESEARCH:   

Wheat research and plant pathology in Britain and Australia 

Working at the Waite Institute   

 

Source: Denise Schumann 2001 Girls of Grit WOMEN SCIENTIST of the WAITE INSTITUTE 1925 – 1945 metal book 

https://friendsofwaitearboretum.org/


 

WAITE ARBORETUM FACT SHEET: Dr M. D. GLYNNE,OBE, 1895 – 1991                                                                            

(Arboretum seats, memorial seats, history features) © Friends of Waite Arboretum Inc. https://friendsofwaitearboretum.org/    
Terry Langham 2016                          

3 
 

4. RESEARCH SPECIALITY:  

Wheat research and plant pathology in Britain and Australia 

“She is remembered for two major studies - on wart disease (Synchytrium endobioticum) of 
potato and Pseudocercosporella herpotrichoides on cereals. 

 
In the 1920s she introduced a method for the rapid assessment of resistance or 
susceptibility of potato varieties to wart disease (AAB 12: 34-60, 1925; 13: 358-9, 1926) and 
was the first to record P. herpotrichoides (as Cercosporella herpotrichoides) in Britain (TBMS 
20: 120-1, 1936) as the cause of a foot rot causing lodging in cereals of which she made a 
detailed study … The Independent 15 May 1991” (Webster, J. and Moore, D. (eds) 1996). 
 

 
5. FURTHER INFORMATION - SOME WORDS OF HUMOUR, INTERESTING FACTS, 

ETC: 

“GLYNNE (Mary Dilys; 1895-1991), DSc (Wales, 1943), OBE (1960), plant pathologist, was 
born in Bangor, attended the Girls' County School, Bangor, and the North London Collegiate 
School, and graduated from the University College of Wales, Bangor. 
 
In 1917 she joined Rothamsted Experimental Station as a voluntary worker where she 
attained the rank of principal scientific worker and remained at Harpenden until her final 
retirement (after two years as a voluntary worker) in 1962” (Webster, J. and Moore, D. (eds) 
1996). 
 
 
 
6. PERSONAL INFORMATION:  

“… An expert climber (she ascended Mont Blanc and the Matterhorn in the Alps and when 
visiting Japan in her seventies Mount Fujiyama) and a keen rock climber, she took an 
interest in local archaeology. The Independent 15 May 1991” (Webster, J. and Moore, D. 
(eds) 1996). 
 

Mary Glynne 1928 visit to Adelaide:  “Miss Glynne, who, by the way, is – a delightful type 

of English womanhood, and anything but the traditional ‘bluestocking’, said that a fairly large 

number of women were interested in agricultural research in Britain, but there were 

comparatively few opening for them” (The Mail: … 1928).  

 

Source: Denise Schumann 2001 
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7. PHOTOS:  

 

Right: John and Torben Davidson with Mary Glynne a former colleague of Professor James Davison (Torben’s 

father), Source: Denise Schumann, 2001, Girls of Grit Metal Book (The Advertiser 7 May 1928) 

 

Source: Denise Schumann, 2001, Girls of Grit metal book     “Mary Glynne B,Sc., M.Sc., picture on a field trip in 1928 

visiting the far north of South Australia.  She was just 27 Years of age the first woman scientist to work at the 

Waite Institute”.  
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